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File Handling 

 
As the part of programming requirement, we have to store our data permanently for 
future purpose. For this requirement we should go for files. 
 
Files are very common permanent storage areas to store our data. 
 

Types of Files: 
 
There are 2 types of files 
 

1. Text Files: 
 
Usually we can use text files to store character data 
eg: abc.txt 
 

2. Binary Files: 
 
Usually we can use binary files to store binary data like images,video files, audio files etc... 
 

Opening a File: 
 
Before performing any  operation (like read or write) on the file,first we have to open that 
file.For this we should use Python's inbuilt function open() 
 
But at the time of open, we have to specify mode,which represents the purpose of 
opening file. 
 

f = open(filename, mode) 
 
The allowed modes in Python are 
 
1. r  open an existing file for read operation. The file pointer is positioned at the 
beginning  of the file.If the specified file does not exist then we will get 
FileNotFoundError.This is default mode. 
 


